Haemoglobin denaturation, lipid peroxidation and haemolysis in phenylhydrazine-induced anaemia.
Temporal changes in the levels of denatured haemoglobin (Heinz bodies) and fluorescent lipid peroxidation products in the red cells of rabbits administered phenylhydrazine have been followed. Heinz bodies were maximal just before the period when most of the cell destruction occurred, whereas lipid peroxidation products were maximum when reticulocyte levels were highest. This implies that lipid peroxidation occurs mainly in immature cells and that haemoglobin denaturation is more likely than lipid peroxidation to be a major contributor to haemolysis.